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children, while men do not; so it is naturally suitable that
men should keep out of the way and leave the celebration
of the rites to women—married women; though from a
chance remark in Lucian 1 it appears that with increasing
laxity by his time unmarried girls were present too. For
nine days these ladies have carefully purified themselves,
observing strict chastity and strewing their beds with the
agnus castuS) supposed to be an anti-aphrodisiac.2 (Chastity
is a regular method in magic of storing up one's virtue or
potency.) During the festival they camp out in booths,3
like the Jews at their Feast of Tabernacles—another example
of the spurning of " modern conveniences " during a religious
rite. At Eretria in Euboia they even went so far as to use
no fire for cooking, roasting their meat as best they could
in the sun.4 On the day of Ascent and Descent the chief
rite was celebrated, and an apparently well-informed late
writer commenting on Lucian 5 tells us what was done. Suck-
ing-pigs were thrown into a chasm in the ground, sacred to
Demeter and Persephone, and at the same time the rotting
remains (presumably of last year's pigs) were brought up.
A great noise of clapping of hands or rattling of sticks was
made when the women went down, for the utilitarian reason
that there were snakes down there, known as the Guardians
of the Shrine, who ate most of the pigs' bodies. Cakes of
flour-paste in the forms of serpents and " men's shapes "
(meaning phalli ?) were also carried, and the celebrants
carried branches of pine, " because of the fertility of that
tree." The whole was celebrated, we are told, " for the fertility
alike of the fruits of the earth and the seed of man."
The magical import of all this is clear. The object being
to promote the fertility of Earth, the mothers of the commu-
nity put into the womb of earth pigs—the most fertile of
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